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Adventure Wrzterls Lost 1n

CPYRGHT. -~ -2e e

Sea Crash Mystery Off M orocco[

E By I'HILIP H. DOUGHERTY
olly Roth, a pro meri-
.can writer of intrigue and ad-
‘venture stories, 48 missing and
presumed dead after a myst-
rious sca accident off Morocco.
;- The case involving the New
‘York-born novelist, who also
‘wrote under the name of K, G,
Ballard and P. J. Merrill and
sold to both television and the
movies, had elements that might
have made material for one of
her works:
: QA trip from Gibraltar to
the Canary Islands abonrd a
ketch named Visa,
A ship that rammed the 49-!

foot wooden boat in the’ night.
and sailed on.

. 9A reported Central Intem-
pence Agency dosster, -
The accident was reported to
-the Moroccan authorities by
‘the 48-year-old writer's hus-

‘hand, Joseph Franta, a 36-year-'

old Czech who travels under ai

life-jacketed form in the water.

The ketch, was running under
motor and sail and he stcercd
toward the spot and threw out
a buoy, he said. The line fouled
the propeller, He tied a line to
himself, he went on, leaped into)
the heavy swells, but could not:
find his wife, whom he supposed;
to be unconclous. .He  returned
to the ship, tied a longer rope
to himself and jumpcd back in
again. Still no success.’

Exhausted, hé climbed back
on the Visa., and fired flar%
and a gun in a vain attempt to]
attract fishing boats that he said,
he had seen,

Next he went to the radm‘ he
sald, and finally raised Radio

Safi. About noon the Santa Af.
‘ricana, a Spanish {lshing traw-
ler, hove to, put two micn ghoard!
the Visa and took hey in tow to
Safi.

Miss Roth’q bmthet. Frank
Roth of Springfield, N.J., re-

Swiss passport. They were  Mar-ceived a copy of Mr. Franta's

ried four years ago.
Mr. Franta said the Visa way

Morocco, and he was below

The New York Times Moy, 34, 1064
Cross -shows where writer
vanished . from - sailboat. .

making coffee while his wife|.
was standing watch, It was
about .4 A.M. He felt a strong
shock that knocked him against
a wall, he said. He went topside
and-saw a- graylsh ship about

145 feet long moving away. He
called his wife, he sald, but got
no reply. He thou

statement along with a *“Pre-
sumptive Report of the Death!

about 20 mﬂes north Of Safl, Df an Amerl(:an Cltizen" Slf.{ned‘

by the Amctlcan vice consul inj

'Casablanca,

* Mr. Roth, who operates a
rare-coin shop in Jersey City,
said “he last saw his sister ini

{1060, just before she ‘married!
|Mr, Franta, She had met him,

her brother said, in Geneva,
where he was with the Internas
tional Labor -Organization,

The ketch, Mr. Roth said, was.
built in 1912 in Norway, weighs!
25 tons and was bought b, Mr.

1

}Franta in 1960 for $8,500.,

sald it was later: put into the
name of his sister, .who spent
$20,000 in renovating it, Mr/

Roth sald his sister had becn, .-

living in Paris and Majorca for
several years. During the last
yvear, he said, the couple nved
ahoard the ketch

In .2 lctter -to her brothet] |

dated - March 30, 1964, Miss
Rothr wrote that -her husband
was ; havin
into, the”Unjted States. She
said the @ was blackballing;
him and\iad"a lengthy file on
him, :*

THe réport from Cuablanca.
lgned by, Robert G Adam. thtm

Lv’ice consul, lists the cause of

death as “acmdental resumed
lists the name as Helen Holly
Roth-Franta, and her lasi
United States address as 171
West 71st Street.
Mr.(Roth,said yesterday -that}
that was the address of -thein
mother, Mrs. Benjamin Roth)
'who now lives ig Baldwin Park,]

Roth” had lived at 308 Wes
75th Street, he sald.

One of Miss ﬁoth's mOst re-f
cent -books, “Too Many Doce
tors,” published by Random
House under her maiden name,
conicerned violence at sea, Shej
also wrote' “The Van Dreisen
Affalr,” “Shadow of a Lady”
and  “The ~ Crimson . m the
Pwrple.”

As K. G. Baltird she wrote
1 YBar Sinlster” and “The Coast
of Fear.” “The Slenter Thread”
w,as under the ‘name, P. J Mer-
v}

.On televiqinn her _w0rk hag
appeured on the Kraft Mystery
Theater “and - on  Moment bt]
Fear. Two -df her works hay

difficulty gelting, -

been bou ght foi notion pict

a subwrh ‘of Los Angeles, Mmﬁ R
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